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I Learning to use the English language is one of the most I
I important skills we can teach our children in today’s I
I globalised world (Graddol, 2006). Luckily for us, English I
I language learning (ELL) has been a mandatory part of the '
' National curriculum in China since the early 2000s (Hu, :
: 2005). Kang Chiao International has, since its founding in :
: 2002, endeavoured to promote English and provide our :
: students with a positive English environment which can I
I help prepare them for future life and study. While the 1. Invest in Engaging English Resources. I
! UG [ SR e & LBlE) SEyS Sy U WE 8 Gl All individuals have their own interests. A simple and effective idea !
: f)tLTrdSQ::,n {an sure it hasn’t escaped the notice of many of can be connect ELL to those interests to engage and promote English :
: One known issue with ELL in China is that even though :c?scrjn;;é; n?ut home. There are opportunities everywhere, we only need to I
I English has been formally taught here for a number of T o hild’s interest in Art. Music. Soort. nat lothi '
I years, many unfortunately still lag behind other nations ry using your child's interest in Art, MUSIC, Sport, nalure, clothing, or 1
: when it comes to real, meaningful progress in language tech(?_olog/y ang.seebk Ollit Engllst;]resources conbnectsd DL S :
: development. The reasons are a combination of a lack of Reading / Audio books, TV shows, APPs, board games, colouring :
| interest, opportunity and access to resources, so | wanted activity books, a Lego teacher or Sports coach who can speak English. :
: to share a few ideas to help address these areas at home. Some. resources can be quite expensive to access, so connecting them to :
I an existing interest is a great way to ensure they get used effectively. I
I 2. Creating an English Environment at Home. |
I One of the biggest challenges in China can be a lack of suitable |
1 environments to practice and develop their English skills. While there |
I are countless schools dedicated to English learning, there is a noticeable !
' lack of opportunities outside of the classroom to practice. A lack of :
: English in everyday life can seriously limit language development. :
I Try dedicating a few minutes each day to talk in English about simple |
I daily topics. Asking questions is a great place to start! I
I “Do you like these noodles? How do they taste?” I
I “Can you describe the planets for me? What do they look like?” I
I “Which flower do you like best? Why? What colours are they?” !
: You could also try labelling parts of the house with common English :
I words or phrases; this can be a simple, fun way to help build more
I awareness of English. Help your child create posters or artwork to |
I * display at home around the house. I
I Fk Tell jokes and riddles or listen to music or audio books. Don’t be afraid |
! to get creative! |
' 3. Take an interest in their English learning! Be Positive! :
: Language learning is a delicate skill. Sometimes we can learn quite :
I quickly, whereas other times progress can seem quite slow or even non- |
| existent. Motivation is key and it’s important for parents to remain |
I positive and supportive in their child’s language journey. A positive |
I attitude coupled with a genuine interest in their day-to-day English |
! learning can really help motivate and promote language growth. '
: Ask your child to tell you about their studies. Open their resource :
I books; read ahead and help with their homework or ask them to teach |
I you some simple words or vocab. I
I Use English together when playing games, cooking, reading books or |
I doing housework. |
I It’s very important to make learning English an experience you share !
: rather than one they do by themselves. :
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Grade 6: These students were required to design and create an English 3
board game and compare their design to previously learnt content. They

also had to write an expository paragraph where they would discuss a -

All about Writing
Assignments at Kang Chiao

[
I
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I subject and support it with details and evidence. L 2
BD IDO : Here are some of the reasons why Kang Chiao feels so strongly about !
| students writing: !
At Kang Chiao we know that : *Writing deepens the students’ thinking, increases students’ :
practicing writing skills are just ;  engagement with course material and develops their metacognition skills. |
as important as reading and I *When students write, the teachers are able to learn more about each
speaking in education. For this 1 student’s individual likes and needs. |
reason, we incorporate writing | *Writing assignments provide us with an opportunity to teach students |
assignments into our curriculum. I to organize ideas, develop points logically, and make connections |
We feel that through writing, I between two or more ideas. |
the students learn to express I Learning to write well is difficult and it requires sustained and |
themselves creatively and can ' repeated practice, we need to ensure that our students continuously '
practice key vocabulary and : practice their writing skills in order to improve. '
grammar to form their thoughts 3 y
into interesting writings. R, W A -
@@

In addition to improving penmanship; through writing
practice, the development of critical thinking and problem-
solving skills is encouraged and fostered. Working through
journals and personal story writing, students can discover
their identities and work through real-life problems.
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The primary aim of writing is for students to grasp the ideas
and concepts presented in the course in a more personal,
creative way. As teachers we also have a chance to reflect on
individual growth by seeing how the students develop in their
writing ability over time. Through the writing assignment we
can also establish where the students need more help and
support. Lastly, we hope to cultivate a love for writing that
students can nurture throughout their lives. At Kang Chiao we
believe that writing is the vehicle that brings other important
skills together.
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Below is the brief outline of the writing assignments

Grade 1: Their writing assignment was about keeping a
calendar and appointments. This helped them to understand
why organization and time management is an important skill.

Grade 2: These students created their own Social Media
profile. This gave them a chance to explore their interests
and how they see themselves.

Grade 3: This assignment was to write a descriptive
passage. The students had to explain what they did on a
weekend, planned to do, or would have liked to do. This
gave the students a chance to work with adjectives and
formatting a descriptive text.

Grade 4: The students were required to write a
descriptive passage in the form of a postcard where they
explained what they did on an imaginary camping trip.
Students learned the correct format for informal letter
writing as well as how to structure their thoughts in the
correct order.

Grade 5: Our students incorporated what they have
previously learned in past units to explore the topic of
historical places and ancient civilizations. Students wrote an
essay about a historical place that they have visited before,
such as The Terracotta Army, The Great Wall, The
Forbidden City. Students had to bring pictures of photos of
the place they have visited. Students had to do some
research at home (using the internet, brochures, or family to
» ., gather information) /
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