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As another semester draws to an end, we can use this
time to reflect on our efforts, progress, and
achievements. Granted, this semester has been a far
cry from what we are used to; given the pandemic
that forced us to remain indoors and, by our own
willpower and continued support from the foreign and
Chinese English teachers, continue to learn and
improve. Thus, I want to take this opportunity to
thank all the students who participated in the

G2 Winners

Interclass Competition.

Emma 1M2

G1 Winners

Candy 1E1

Annie 1M4

Angelia 2A2 Jessie 2M1 Patrick 2E1

So, why do we hold the Interclass Competition every school year? Well,
as the ancient Chinese philosopher and educatorf[,+ (Confucius) said:
“The will to win, the desire to succeed, the urge to reach your full
potential... these are the keys that will unlock the door to personal
excellence.” This point of view is not only philosophical, but also
scientific. Many studies on competition in education have shown that it
is hugely beneficial to students. Joshua Neubert, a scientist and
educational expert has suggested that through competition: “students
gain a greater understanding of their subject matter, enhanced
teamwork and cooperation skills, and improved mental fortitude”.
Furthermore, and perhaps most importantly, he posits that competition
increases what he calls “intrinsic motivation” in students. That is to say,
students who regularly participate in competition do not do so simply
because of a physical reward such as money, vouchers, a trophy or a
medal, but because they gain a sense of self-betterment, an advanced
understanding in their subject matter and a personal challenge that
propels them to excel. So, to put it bluntly, competition is, and should be

Amy 1A4 Max 1AS Mary 1E3 an integral part of education.

Let’s take a look at how our Chinese and foreign
teachers graded the videos submitted by our students
and whittled them down into our esteemed finalists.
We used a system of rubrics to determine the positive
points of our competitor’s entries. The rubrics were
based on pronunciation, fluency, intonation, and
length of the video. The students could earn a score of
one (the lowest) to four (the highest) for each category.
Then, the scores were added up to a grand total for
each student. The student with the highest score was
the winner for their grade and level. Firstly, for
pronunciation we were looking for clear, well
enunciated reading with either a neutral, or native
accent. For fluency, we were grading the students
based on a coherent and fluid level of reading with
little to no unnatural pauses and mistakes.
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G3 Winners

Next, we looked at intonation, which is extremely
important when speaking a language. A monotone
expression can sound boring and uninspired. So,
we were awarding higher scores for readers with a
charismatic tone, including the natural rises and
falls of the voice when speaking naturally. Finally,
we awarded points based on the length of the video
submitted. For grades 1 — 3, their videos should
have been no less than 3 minutes, and for grades 4
— 6, their videos should have been no less than 5
minutes. Thus, points were awarded to the videos
that were closest to their specified time limit. So
now you have an idea of why we held this
competition, and how it was graded. Let’s now
take a look at some of the passages that the foreign
and Chinese English teachers chose for their
students to read...

Joanna 3M1

Angelina 3E1

Roy 3A1

G4 Winners

G6 Reading

Alisa 4A1 Rain 4E1

May 4M1

G5 Winners G1 Reading

That we want is to see the child in
pursuit of knowledge, and not
Sophia H 5M2 knowledge in pursuit of child.

CC5E2

James 5A1

Chloe 6E1
Now, the moment you have all been waiting for.

Please allow me to introduce our winners of this Alicia 6Al
semester’s Interclass Competition. On behalf of

your Chinese and foreign English teachers, and on

behalf of all the faculty here at Kang Chiao

International School Qujiang, I want to say huge

congratulations on your victory! I hope you all

continue to strive to do your best in the coming .
semester. Jia you! G6 Winners

lan 6M1
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